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Our Mission Statement 

Orange County Quilters Guild is one of Southern California's oldest quilt guilds. The guild is a non-profit 
organization formed to promote cooperation and the exchange of ideas among those interested in or en-
gaged in quilting; to encourage and maintain high standards of design and technique in quilting; to instruct 
members in methods and techniques of creative quilting; and to inspire personal achievement. 

   MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THESE UPCOMING PROGRAMS & WORKSHOPS 

Check website (www.orangecountyquiltersguild.com ) for the latest information on upcoming 

programs & workshops.  The sign-up form for workshops is available on the website or at guild 

meetings.  Come join us for some fun!  Workshop prices are $35 for members, $50 for non-

members.  Here is the schedule. All workshops are at the Orange Quilt Bee located at  

628 E. Katella Avenue in Orange, unless otherwise stated (their phone 714-639-3245).  Supply 

lists are posted on our website as they become available. 

Guild Dec. 13 Selected OCQG Members Member Showcase 

Guild Jan. 10 Thom Atkins Quilts Start to Finish 

Workshop Jan. 11 Thom Atkins 
Beads 1 

(Mandatory kit $25) 

Guild Feb. 14 Annual Meeting Pot Luck 

Guild Mar. 14 TBD TBD 
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A Message from our President 

HOSPITALITY  

For the December guild meeting, 
last names beginning with  

A-B-C, please bring a snack to 
share.  Thanks! 

ATTENDANCE 
November meeting 

Members 62, New Members 1  
Guests 28 

Seasons Greetings, Everyone! 
 
December is upon us again and it's time for the hustle 
and bustle to commence. Are you all ready? I don't 
know if I am or not, but I do know that however you 
celebrate the winter season, you will be busy doing 
the things you don't get to do at any other time of 
year. I hope you find great pleasure in every moment 
of it. 
 
As the December days pass, we tend to look back at 
the year that's drawing to a close. For OCQG, I think 
it's been a good year. We had a highly-successful 
quilt show, a wonderfully-relaxing retreat, visits from 
numerous excellent teachers, and meetings chock full 
of friendship and fun. We have worked hard to 
provide quilts for veterans, children, and others who 
would not otherwise have them, and we have 
continued our support of Guide Dogs for America with 
our donation of another beautiful quilt for their 
opportunity drawing fundraiser. Our members have 
supported our guild, and they have supported each 
other as well. I am deeply moved at the many times I 
have seen our members reach out to help each other 
and to provide both moral and physical support when 
needed. I am grateful to be a part of it all. 
 
Last month at our November meeting we had the 
pleasure of welcoming Cathie Hoover back as our 
Guest Speaker and Workshop Leader. We enjoyed 
her slide show, and especially had fun admiring and 
fondling her quilts! Wasn't the little "burrito" quilt 

adorable? I know at least one quilter who wished she 
could take that one home to New Zealand with her! 
 
To top off that already-great evening we got to meet 
26 new friends from New Zealand. They are such a 
delightful group of ladies, and even though they were 
tired from a long day walking around the LA Garment 
District, they cheerfully came to our meeting and 
managed to stay awake when the lights went out for 
the slide show! They brought lots of goodies for us, 
some of which were given out as door prizes that 
night. The rest will appear as door prizes at future 
meetings. It was really generous of them to do that for 
us, but we didn't send them home empty-handed, 
either. Each of them received a hand-made 
pincushion with oranges and orange blossoms on it, 
as well as an official OCQG pin. They seemed quite 
pleased! (Thanks to Patti, Kat, and Cindy for making 
the pincushions and providing the materials!!!) 
 
By the way, we're looking forward to keeping in touch 
with our new NZ friends by email. Anyone interested 
in being an email pal? Let me know. 
 
And now, I want to wish all of you good health, safe 
journeys, and time to do the things you enjoy with the 
people you love throughout this season and in the 
New Year ahead. May your holidays bring you joy! 
 
Sew well and be well, my friends! 
 
Love, Betsy 
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Tips and Tricks  
 

What to do with left over Christmas cards?   

(1)  Photos of friends and family can be made into a Christmas photo album with a page or two 
for each year.  I wish I had done that for many of my family and friends.  That way I could see 
the changes as each child grew every year.   

(2)  Make tags by cutting away background with scissors or a stylish paper punch.  The back of 
the tag should be blank.  Make a hole in the top and thread ribbon through to hang on your 
packages.   

(3)  Make hanging ornaments from the ones you wish to keep in the same manner.   

(4)  Decoupage cards onto a discarded shoe box or cigar box and use to display cards, store 
supplies for wrapping packages or for writing cards.  Keep this with your Christmas 
decorations and take out annually.   

(5)  Turn old Christmas cards into new ones by gluing the face of the card, or any salvageable 
part of the card, onto blank cards.   

(6)  Make a postcard out of the front of the card and send it out next year. 

(7)  Scan into your computer to remember whom to mail thank you notes.   

(8)  Make a bookmark and include with a book gift.   

(9)  Use the sturdy cardboard for templates. 

(10) Go to Pinterest and type, “things to do with Christmas cards”, for hundreds of more ways to 
recycle these annual gems. 

 

Vicky Walters, Editor. 

QUILT RETREAT  

Our quilt retreat was so much fun this past July, we have already 
booked the dates for next year, Monday, July 24, 2017 through 
Thursday, July 27th.  We will be returning to the beautiful and relaxing 
Vina de Lestonnac Retreat Center in Temecula.  You won't want to 
miss the comradery with your quilting friends, shopping at the local 
quilt shops or the scrumptious meals prepared by their chef.  There is 
also wine tasting at local wineries.   

Day campers will be $65.00 and includes breakfast, lunch and dinner. 

Private room $465   Double room $365   Triple room $335 

The price for non-members will be an additional $50. 

More information will be available shortly along with the necessary 
registration forms. 

I am looking forward to another marathon of sewing, how about you?? 

 

Jeanne Dinkle 
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OCQG December Block of the Month 

9ò Tree Block 

All seams are 1/4”. 

Cut: 

One each: 1 ½” square, 1 ½” x 2 ½” strip, 1 ½” x 3 ½” strip, 1 ½” x 4 ½” strip, 1 ½” x 5 ½” strip, and  

 1 ½” x 6 ½” strip, all of green fabric 

Two each: 1 ½” x 1” strips, 1 ½” squares, 1 ½” x 2” strips, 1 ½” x 2 ½” strips, 1 ½” x 6 ½” strips, and 

 2” x 9 ½” strips, all of white or cream fabric 

Four:  1 ½” x 3” strips, of white or cream fabric 

One 1 ½” square, of brown fabric 

Sew the 1 ½” x 3” light strips to either side of the 1 ½” brown and green squares; the 1 ½” x 2 ½” light strips 
to either side of the 1 ½” x 2 ½” green strip; the 1 ½” x 2” light strips to either side of the 1 ½” x 3 ½” green 
strip; the 1 ½” light squares to either side of the 1 ½” x 4 ½” green strip; and the 1 ½” x 1” light strips to either 
side of the 1 ½” x 5 ½” green strip. 

Assemble these strips with the green sequentially growing wider, as pictured.  Sew the 6 ½” green strip to 
the bottom, then the strip with the brown “trunk” beneath that.  Sew one 1 ½” x 6 ½” background strip 
beneath the pieced “trunk” strip, and the other on the top of the tree.  Sew the remaining two strips (2” x 9 
½”) to the sides of the tree block.  Press. Finished block should measure 9 ½” square. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bonus difficulty level! 

Decorate your tree!  Use rickrack or ribbon, embroidery or beads, sequins or buttons, to dress up your block 
as fancy as you want. 

 

Put your name in the drawing once for each block turned in (maximum of five). 

Questions?  Call or e-mail Kristin at (714) 404-8857 or kristinstonham@gmail.com 
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A Message from Workshops 
 

What a great day we had at the November workshop, “Circles of Illusion”, with Cathie Hoover.  Everybody 

who attended was able to finish almost 2 of the 6 sections of the circles. It was an interesting method, done 

by using a great big paper pattern (kind of like those in a garment pattern).  You then cut it apart and glued 

it to freezer paper to make your own reusable parts, so you can do it again if you like.  I am looking forward 

to finishing mine and bringing it to a future meeting.  Cathie was right about the quilt looking flat in the 

beginning.  I think the “bling” is what will make it something unique.  There will be no workshop in December 

after our member showcase at the meeting.  Please think about joining us in January for the Thom Atkins 

beading workshop.  We already have several members signed up as well as several from other guilds, so 

don’t wait too long or we might fill up.  Learn something new.  I always say I keep trying things to see what I 

like and don’t like.  So far I don’t have many things I don’t like to do.  Cost for the full day workshop is $35 

Thom is selling the mandatory kit for $25 (check payable to him at the meeting).  That way you don’t spend 

beaucoup bucks on buying a lot of beads and find out you may or may not want to do this again.   (You 

could ask for the “kit” as a Christmas or Holiday present maybe???).   Sign up soon to reserve your spot.  

You can email me at susiq2007@roadrunner.com if you are interested. 

Sewing forward, Susi McLane, Workshop Chair 

 

Quilt Show Opportunity Baskets 

Can you believe that 2016 is almost over?  It has gone so fast that I 

have not thought much about the opportunity baskets for the 2017 

Quilt Show in April.  Well that’s not exactly true because I have 

already been given some great donations and they are stuffed in boxes in my garage as well as my 

guest room closet.  Granted I haven’t looked through them too closely so far, but I will be getting to that 

soon.  We have received a wonderful donation of 1930’s fabrics as well as bright colors and I have 

several shopping bags of assorted colors and prints to sort and categorize.   

 
This is a great way to help the guild with its fund raising efforts.  Last year we made about $2,500 that 

was able to help bring great speakers, programs and workshops to our guild.  Having headed this effort 

for the last two quilt shows, I have had many comments about how great the baskets are and how 

everyone loves taking a chance of winning one of the baskets or quilts.  Last year I even had a man 

from out of town ask to take a picture so he could take the photo back to show his guild. 

 
You still have time to help in this effort.  Always a favorite at the show, fabric that are 1800 
reproductions, primitives, patriotic and color ways (blue, green, red etc.) as well as sewing notions you 
bought and never used and then found again (I have lots of those).  We could use some patterns as well 
and fun things to spruce up the baskets like emergency chocolate or other goodies.  If you have any 
questions you can contact me at home at 714-490-0391 or by email at susiq2007@roadrunner.com.  
Any donation will be put to good use.  You can bring anything you have to the meetings or we can make 
other arrangements to pick them up.  Oh yeah – looking for some nice sized baskets – but after the first 
of the year please…I am running out of storage room before the holidays! 
 
Susi McLane 

Chair, Opportunity Baskets Quilt Show 2017 

 

mailto:susiq2007@roadrunner.com
mailto:susiq2007@roadrunner.com
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Gallavantinô 2016 

26th Annual Winterfest at  
Sawdust Art & Craft Festival 

Nov. 19 to Dec. 18, 2016, Saturdays and Sundays, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
935 Laguna Canyon Road, Laguna Beach, CA at the Sawdust Festival grounds 

$8.00 for adults, $6.00 for Seniors (65+), $4.00 for children (6-12). Children 5 and under are free.  
 

Harvest Festival Original Arts & Craft Show 
Dec. 2-4, 2016, Friday:  9am - 6pm,  Saturday:  10am - 6pm,  Sunday:  10am - 5pm 

Fairplex, Exhibit Hall 4, 1101 W. McKinley Avenue, Pomona, CA 91768  
 

Quilts From the Heart 
Dec. 9, 2016 at noon 

Mar Vista Branch Library, 12006 Venice Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA   
Join in the fun and sew for those in need of a quilt to cuddle with at special times.  

Beginners and pros are welcome. All materials are provided.  
 

Piecemakers Christmas Fair (http://www.piecemakers.com) 
Dec. 3, 2016, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Piecemakers Country Store, 1720 Adams Avenue, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 , CA   
A whimsical holiday event in a quaint village setting. Over 70 artists with the finest in hand crafted 
treasures, and antiques/collectibles.  Kids’ activities, stage entertainment  and great food booths. 

Admission and parking are free.  

 
Road to California  (http://www.road2ca.com) 

Jan. 19 - 22, 2017.  Hours: Thurs.- Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.,  Sunday 10:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
Ontario Convention Center, 2000 E. Convention Center Way, Ontario, CA  91764 

South Bay Quilters Guild Quilt Show and Auction 
Saturday, Feb. 18 -19, 2017.  Opens at 10:00 a.m. 

Torrance Cultural Arts Center, 3350 Civic Center Drive, Torrance, CA 
Over 150 quilts on display.  Vendor Mall, Quilters Café, Quilt Auction at 1:00 pm.  

 
From the Editor:  December is traditionally very slow month insofar as quilt shows and sewing related events 
are concerned.   I have listed what I felt was appropriate and possibly of interest to quilters or crafters alike.  

We were not paid to advertise these events. 

Dinner at Mimi's 
  
Prior to our Guild meeting, some of us gather for dinner at Mimi's on Harbor Blvd (right across 
from Disneyland).   Our speaker usually joins us.  We meet at 4:30 and usually order our meals 
by 4:45 and we get to the meeting in plenty of time. 
  
If you're interested, do email me.  I usually make reservations.  I'm in the book. 
 
Barbara Purks 
 

http://losangeles.eventful.com/events/quilts-heart-/E0-001-058512524-9@2016120900
http://losangeles.eventful.com/venues/mar-vista-branch-library-/V0-001-000374865-0
http://losangeles.eventful.com/events/quilts-heart-/E0-001-058512524-9@2016120900
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Christmas joy with Quilts for Kids! 

              

Quilts for Kids is looking for quilters willing to help make quilts & pillow cases for lots of kids 
just waiting to have a quilt or pillow case to call their very own! Itõs real easy! We have many 
different ways you can participate é so just stop by the Quilts for Kids table & ask how you can 
help.  

On December 7th we will be donating quilts, pillowcases & toys to the 2016 Snuggle Day event 
coordinated by Orange Countyõs Social Services Agency. Snuggle Day is a time when members 
of the community come together and donate items for children involved in foster care. Social 
workers will òshopó for the children on their caseloads and we will assist them in selecting a 
special quilt, pillowcase or toy for each child. Donated items include quilts, pillowcases, toys, 
socks, new PJs, new shoes, hand-made scarves and beanies, hand-made craftséanything that 
will make these precious children feel òsnuggledó for the holidays. 

                   
At the November meeting we had 6 pieced quilt tops, 4 finished pillowcases & 24 completed 
quilts turned in é perfect timing for the Snuggle Day event! We distributed 10 quilt top kits, 9 
pillowcase kits & 8 quilt tops w/batting & backing ready for quilting.   

We have an incentive program to get you motivated to help us out! Each time you take a project 
or bring one back, you will receive a ticket to enter a drawing for some wonderful prizes é as a 
way to say òThank Youó for helping QuiltS for Kids. At the November meeting we had 6 winners: 

Michele Wulf ð pack of 4ó squares of floral fabric; Carol Gray ð pack of 4ó squares of Maison de 
Noel by 3 Sisters fabric; JoAnn Pyne ð pack of 4ó squares of Bali Batik fabric; Pam Gayle - Fall 
Kitty brooch & fabric; Ann Chavez & Barbara Sharp each won a $10 gift card for Orange Quilt 
Bee. Thanks again to each of you who donated your time & talent to make a child or teen feel 
loved! Your generosity reminds us that working together we can make a big difference. 

Stop by the Quilts for Kids table and say òhióé weõd love to see you join our team! Quality 
quilting fabric & batting are always needed. Call Laura Lynch at 714-623-0495 if you have any 
questions or would like to donate to this worthy cause. 

 
Christmas blessings from é  

Laura Lynch, Debbie Charles, Nancy Grant, Kristin Stonham, Robin Faxas & Kathy Christensen                                  
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Quilter Name Info 
Mary Lou Ripper Red Letter Day All bias, gave pattern away 

Mary Lou Ripper A Penny Gathering Wool, loved experience 

Mary Lou Ripper Blue Spruce by Edyta Sitar Finished quilt hung in OCQB, made by Pam Gayle 

Kathy Christensen Half Hex Stained Glass Loved using batiks, hard to arrange colors 

Kathy Christensen Binding Tool Star Fun using scraps for Halloween quilt 

Gayle Graham Christmas quilts for nieces Two picked out favorite fabrics 

Linda Kramer Happy Haunting Class project at 2016 C.A.M.E. with multiple hoopings 

Sharon  
Whittemore Sewing Through the Seasons Wool, stitched in ditch with blanket stitch 

Sharon 
Whittemore Yoo-Hoo Sisters Quilt Show pattern 

Lisa Scaglioni Pretty Hour Glass Casa Teresa donation quilt 

Pam Gayle I Spy Small with 100 blocks for granddaughter 

Pam Gayle Blue Spruce by Edyta Sitar First time using laser cuts 

Becy Sproal Basket Table Runner Re-constructed garage sale find 

Beth Ferguson Christmas tree skirt Bought ruler, cut own charms 

Beth Ferguson The Parts Department From a Freddy Moran class 

Quilts for Vets 

This photo was taken at the 

VA Community Living Center 

On November 18. Gunder, 

the German Shepherd 

therapy dog, accompanied 

us on our rounds lead by 

Chaplain (and veteran) Zach 

Martinez (pictured with us).  

Joyce & Lucina 
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Have you something to sell?  Ads are free to OCQG 

members.   Contact the Editor at 

OCQG_newsletter@yahoo.com for more information 

Do you want to reach several hundred quilting enthusiasts?  

Then this is where you want to advertise.  Contact 

OCQG_newsletter@yahoo.com for more information. 

A special thanks 
to the Orange 
Quilt Bee for 
providing space 
for our 
workshops! 

A word from our Sponsors 

Please support our advertisers. 

mailto:OCQG_newsletter@yahoo.com
mailto:OCQG_newsletter@yahoo.com
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