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President’s Message

www.orangecountyquiltersguild.com

Hello Quilters!
Yes, Quilters with an uppercase Q!
I had the opportunity to visit the Orange County Fair the day before it opened, to help choose
the winner of the 2021 OCQG Juanita Swarts Award for Quilting Excellence. It was an inspiring
experience.
Last year, due to COVID restrictions, there was no OC Fair. This year, while the governing
board decided to move forward or not, final approval to go ahead with planning was given in
March 2021. That meant that OC Fair staff began preparations about seven months later than
normal. They had to figure out a way to display ALL of the Home Arts entries in one building,
but reduce crowding allowing visitors to see all those entries. Whew! They did a lovely job.
When you visit the OC FAIR you will see LOTS of beautiful quilts, including some significant
award winners created by OCQG members! Congratulations ladies! You will also see delightful
table settings, gorgeous clothing/costumes, hand embroidery, needlepoint, handmade jewelry
and so many more arts.
But the quilts! Large or small, original designs or traditional favorite blocks, pieced or appliqué,
bright colors or subdued the quilters and their quilts shine brightest! It was very difficult to
choose an award winner.
The small judging group of three, the maximum number allowed by the OC Fair, looked at
every quilt, commented on many, debated the merits of many, and finally, came down to two
possible winners. The winning quilt criteria was based on the beautiful skills Juanita practiced
and taught for so many years.
Were the needle turn appliqué stitches so tiny as to seem invisible? Were the colors vibrant
and true? Were the quilting stitches tiny and consistent, precise to a fault? Although we could
choose only one “Winner”, there were so many beautiful quilts to see! Winners in their families’
eyes, and mine, because they shared their view of beauty with the larger OC community.
We chose a winner and invited the winning quilter to bring her quilt to an upcoming general
meeting to receive her award. I can’t wait to meet her!
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For each artist, (yes, I do consider each quilter an artist), who submitted a quilt to share with
each fair goer, a word of praise and thank you! You stitched long hours, following your vision,
completed a thing of beauty and then were brave enough to submit it to an often uneducated
public eye. Blessedly, the OC Fair staff, professional judges, (one from OC, one from San
Diego) know what that truly means!
Your quilts may be the inspiration for another artist. A young person who wants to learn to
quilt, a person who is looking for a way to express her or his own creativity, a new retiree who
wants to quilt as a way to make friends, build community. Thank you for that inspiration. Thank
you for using quilting to express beauty. Whether you received a ribbon or not, you are a
winner in my eyes!
Happy stitching Quilters with an uppercase Q!
Peggy L. Calvert
OCQG President

Upcoming Programs and Workshops
August Program Tuesday 8/10/2021 Program will be via Zoom
even if we are able to meet in person. Our speaker lives in Australia.
Serendipity Patchwork and Quilting with Brenda Gael Smith
Brenda creates textile works made from a rich palatte of her handdyed fabrics complimented by intensive stitiching. Much of her work
is inspired by the colour and patterns of the natural world with a focus
on her surroundings at the “other” Copacabana in Australia and her New Zealand homeland.
Using a process of abstraction, Brenda strives to capture the essence of her subjects in
simplified form. Working improvisationally, she refines line, shape, colour and texture to evoke
a sense of place, express an idea, highlight an issue or elicit an emotional response.
August Workshop Wednesday 8/11/2021 WORKSHOP TIME
2:00pm to 5:00pm Virtual workshop
Geometricks This virtual workshop will present tips and tricks for
creating geometric shapes with freeform piecing: triangles,
quadrilaterals and hexagons. Explore the design possibilities if
repeating motifs and learn how to join irregular shaped blocks. See
the possibilities of this technique in the student gallery on Brenda’s
website. https://serendipitypatchwork.com.au/
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September Program Tuesday 9/14/2021 Program will be via Zoom even
if we are able to meet in person.
The Fiber Artist in Me a virtual presentation via Zoom by Ana Buzzalino
This is the story of how Ana started quilting and the progress from
traditional quilting to art quilting and surface design. She is a creator,
maker, fibre and mixed media artist, surface designer, teacher, lecturer,
and lives in Canada.
While showing different examples of her work, Ana talks about the importance of having a
passion and feeding that passion with constant experimentation and play in the hopes of
influencing participants to add some of the techniques to their own repertoire. Her love of
layers and texture combine in creating original work. She achieves results using a combination
of different surface design techniques such as monoprinting, hand-painting, free-motion
stitching and hand-stitching, amongst others to achieve the effects she is searching for.
September Workshop Date Wednesday 9/15/2021 WORKSHOP TIME 9:00am to Noon
PDT Virtual workshop
Rocks & Pebbles and Stones, Oh My! I was born in a small seaside resort and ever since I
was a small child, I’ve loved rocks, pebbles and stones. Still at my age, I cannot resist going
by a rock without looking at it and wondering if I can find an excuse to keep it. So it was
natural to me to find a way to incorporate these rocks and small pebbles in a quilt. Join me in
this fun and relaxing class to make rocks, pebbles and stones and learn two different methods
to incorporate them into your art pieces. An optional kit comes with everything you need for
class.

Block Party

Try out Lyn Brown's cute pieced fences and gates this month. All you need are floral and sky
backgrounds with a fence texture fabric. Make one gate and up to four fence sections for the
August block party drawing. They go together easily and will be a nice addition to your Into the
Garden quilt. Submit up to five blocks in August for a chance to win fifteen or more blocks at
the August Block Party drawing. Happy Stitching through these hot summer days. Cheri, Lyn,
Brigette
Note the directions for the Picket Fence are in the July newsletter
Get a head start on the September Block. Submit up to five blocks in September for a
chance to win fifteen or more blocks at the September Block Party drawing.
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Sunflowers- September 2021 This is an easily pieced sunflower block, 10 inches

unfinished. If you are a lucky Winner, you can put a row of these sunny flowers in your “Into
the Garden” quilt or just make a lovely sunflower quilt.
Cutting for each sunflower block:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1 4 ½ inch square of seedy brown fabric (A)
12 gold or yellow rectangles 1 ½ X 3 ½ (C)
4 gold or yellow rectangles 1 ½ X 2 (E)
4 1 ½ inch gold or yellow squares (B)
4 2 inch gold or yellow squares (H)
8 rectangles sky 2 X 3 ½ (G)
4 rectangles sky 1 ½ X 2 (F)
12 1 ½ inch squares of sky (D)

Snowball each corner of seed center A with a 1 ½ inch square of gold or yellow (B).
For the petals snowball sky square Ds to the upper left corner of 12 yellow Cs.
Stitch the short sides of yellow rectangle E to sky fabric F.
Snowball 4 yellow 2” squares (H) to the
Upper right corner of four G rectangles.
Layout and stitch according to the diagram.
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Retreat Recap!

OCQG was able to enjoy a retreat at Vina de Lestonnac in 2021. It’s
been quite a wait. We did have some guidelines for social gathering
and Thank you Retreaters for that respect during our stay.

retreaters.

It was a nice time to be with our quilty buddies, welcome some
newbies, and do what we love – quilt, drink wine, shop, and drink
more wine! There were so many beautiful projects made by the

I hope you had a chance to see the daily retreat post on the OCQG Facebook. We cheered
over a silly dot on the dice and when winners gave a big hug to a pile of fat quarters. Jelly Roll
Bowling was very close until Sherry Hoyt got a strike in the last frame then the crowd went
wild!!!! We had a Giant Saran Wrap Ball of Treasures, the biggest one yet (wait until next
year!). I can also say that not all the painted rocks were found. Happy hunting next year.
Thank you, Michele Wulf, for a cute zippered pouch Make-It-Take-It project. The pouch is
very handy and I actually plan to make more.
Even though we had games, activities, and projects there was still time to sit and visit with
friends and catch up, relax, and laugh together.
A big hug to the retreat center staff for making our stay comfortable. After a year of being
closed the center is on the mend. The staff is back and they are busy, but they were always
there for us with smiles. A very missed casualty of COVID was the wonderful Chef Charity,
she was very missed. The food was not what we had become accustomed to, but Chef
Charity left a very high salad bar to fill. Fingers-crossed.
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OCQG reserved the retreat center for July 11-14, 2022. Double rooms and a few Single
rooms will be available with a maximum of 52 retreaters. Next year we will be the only
guild at the retreat center. Information and Retreat Forms will be available in January
2022.
Thank you all for a wonderful time! We love our time with our quilty FRIENDS at the retreat.
You’re the BEST!!!!
Patti Pane and Jeanne Dinkle

Photos were posted on the Orange County Quilters’ Guild Members Facebook Page. This group is separate from the Guild’s
Official Facebook Page. There are 68 members on this page which is administered by Brigette Brink, Lori Ferrari-McCoy and
Carol Harter.

A Note From Philanthropy...
This month has been great! Since we did not have a Drive-By meeting in July, kits were not
distributed. However, a few quilts and tops were received at the retreat and many, many Quilts
for Kid and Quilts for Vets were distributed.
Peggy Calvert had a request for quilts from the Orange County Family Justice Center, which
provides assistance to Survivors of Domestic Violence, Child Abuse, Sexual Assault and Elder
Adult Abuse. Rebecca Martinez, a member of their Board of Directors, received the quilts on
behalf of the organization. We provided 44 quilts and 38 pillowcases which will be distributed
to families in need.
Also because of the generosity of our members 20 Quilts for Vets were delivered to the VA
Hospital in Long Beach. Chaplin Jones was very happy to collect the patriotic quilts. He is
newer to the VA Hospital, and said he could only imagine what this significant contribution
could mean to so many of the patients he encounters. He was very happy with this donation to
say the least.
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During our next Zoom Meeting all of you who have contributed to the OCQG Philanthropy
efforts this fiscal year be ready for beaucoup prizes! Not only will I be drawing a name for the
Laura Heine "Emerson" kit, there will also be drawings for several fabric bundles to thank you
for your generosity.
Can't wait to see you on Zoom!
Hugs,
Julie McCluney, Philanthropy Chair

Philanthropy Chair Julie McCluney and Rebeca
Martinez from the OC Family Justice Center
VA Hospital-Chaplin Michael A. Jones Dept. of Veterans
Affairs Long Beach Healthcare

Hear Ye, Hear Ye an announcement from the
I’m excited to announce that the Old Town
Temecula Outdoor Quilt Show will be happening this year. This was the very first event I did as
Queen of Fun so let’s do it again! Save the date: Saturday, October 2 from 10:00am-4:00pm.
Details will be in next month’s newsletter. Jennifer Kerr
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Opportunity Quilt
September General Meeting will be the Opportunity Quilt
Drawing!!!! Winner! Winner!!
Turn in ALL your monies and ticket stubs at the August
General Meeting and the September General Meeting.
It’s been a crazy year and a half, and it will be so nice to be the one with that lucky ticket!
Thank you everyone for stepping up and raising monies for the guild during the COVID
pandemic. Your efforts are very much appreciated.
Good Luck,
Patti Pane

Call for Quilt Blocks!
DATE EXTENDED TO 9/1/2021 FOR SUBMISSIONS
Would you like to have a block featured in a quilt exhibition in the Women’s Identity Room at
Chapman University? I’ve been working with students in the university’s Cross Cultural Center to
curate an exhibition:

Matriarchy: Our Connecting Thread
The quilts in the room will explore the role of matriarchy in the past, present, and future. We are
extending the opportunity to quilters all over the country to have a block featured in this exhibition,
which will be on view for 2 years, and then the quilts will be part of the Chapman University’s
permanent collection of artwork.
Using sewing as a metaphor, the three themes we developed explore the role of women and of
“matriarchy” in defining our collective history. Here are the three categories for which you can submit
a block:

Women of the Past: they threaded the needle
Women Today: we’re stitching our story
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Women in the Future: how will you push the needle forward
The students are hoping the quilts submitted reflect a diverse cross section of women, their experiences,
and celebrate the role of matriarchs in our families, communities, society, and world. My thanks to the
students for their great thoughts, ideas, and conception of this project!
In addition to the quilts, the Women’s Identity Room has a flat screen TV, and photos of the individual
blocks along with the artists name and statements will be included in a multi-media presentation. For more
information on Chapman University’s Cross Cultural Center and Women’s Identity Room contact
topper@chapman.edu.
If you’d like to submit a block, please use our guidelines on the next page and mail your block to
the address below by SEPTEMBER 1st, 2021. You may submit up to 3 blocks and, if your
block/blocks are chosen, you’ll receive notification and a thank you gift from Quilt’n’Things Fiber
Arts! Blocks not included will be returned to makers.
Thanks, and I can’t wait to see your blocks!
Lana Norton, owner
Quilt’n’Things Fiber Arts
Quilt’n’Things Fiber Arts, 3704 ½ Foothill Blvd., La Crescenta, CA 91214
quiltnthings.com 818-957-2287

FOR SUBMISSION GUIDELINES AND FORMS FOR SUBMISSION PLEASE EMAIL
qntfiberarts@gmail.com

Gallivantin’
On Line

Textile Talks every Wednesday, 11am PDT
San Jose Quilt Museum, SAQA, and others present talks with quilt artists,
gallery owners, textile, and museum experts.
Check out the website at
https://www.saqa.com/resources/textiletalks
In Person
California Heritage Museum- Santa Monica
Art Quilts Exhibit
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Art Quilts 2 June 24, 2021-September 19, 2021 Wednesday through Sunday 1am to 4pm Free
Admission every Friday! https://californiaheritagemuseum.org
Visions Art Museum-San Diego
Contemporary Quilts
https://visionsartmuseum.org The mission of Visions Art Museum (VAM) is to create an
international community of quilt and textile artists, collectors and the public through
exhibitions, education, and engaging programs that increase the appreciation of
quilts, textiles and fiber as fine art. Current Exhibitions
https://visionsartmuseum.org/current-exhibitions
A note from your new Newsletter Editor
Peggy Calvert and Sandy Milo asked if I would step in and help the guild by putting together
the newsletter. With minimal thumb twisting and the promise of homemade chocolate chip
cookies I agreed. I have been the editor before and know that the most difficult part of the job
is gathering all the information needed to put in the newsletter. This edition has “just the basic
information” but I would love to add articles of interest. Starting in September I will be sending
out a request for answers to questions such as:
•
•
•
•
•

Have you been on a shop hop recently?
Do you have a new machine?
Have you learned a new technique?
How did your fabric stash get you through the closures in 2020?
Do you find quilt shops when you are traveling?

Have fun quilting and I’m looking forward to seeing everyone again.
Carolyn Erratt
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•

•
•
•
•
•
•

A special Thank you to Orange Quilt Bee for allowing Orange County Quilters Guild to
conduct workshops in their friendly store and great classroom space! Although we are
not meeting there currently, we look forward to returning to Orange County Quilters
Guild “home shop” when the situation allows.
Ph: 714-639-3245
Address: 628 E Katella Ave
Orange, CA 92867
Hours: Mon-Thu 10am - 8pm
Fri - Sat 10am - 5pm
Sun 12pm - 4pm

